
10 BRETHREN EVANGELIST. 

Notes and Comments. 

A Timely Point. From the Christian In- 

structor we take the following timely remarks : 
We note that the present hard times are bear- 

ing hard on publishers of religious papers. A 
number have been compelled to suspend their 
publications, and some have quit the business. 
In other cases it is with great difficulty publish- 
ers have been able to meet their obligations. Pro- 
bably all newspaper firms are compelled to deal 
gently with their subscribers who fall behind or 
discontinue their papers. It is the duty of sub- 
scribers who are able to pay to do so promptly, 
and thus help the poor printer to be honest with 
his employees. It is a mistake to begin retrench- 
ing at the religious paper. It brings a religious 
life into the home and heart that cannot be at- 
tained without it. The religious paper brings 
one in touch with the Word of God and the 
current :fe of the church and the world. It is a 
great pn\ tion to a Christian to be without a 
church paper. 

To this the Religious Telescope adds these 

comments every word of which we endorse : 
What a blessing it would be if every member of 

the Church, and especially every head of a family 
and every pastor, would take honestly and truly 
to heart what is said in the above in Regard to the 
great value of the religious paper. We are very 
thankful to our people, both lay and clerical, for 
the very generous support they have given ; our 
hearts become sad when we think how much more 
could yet be done in this direction if all would 
push and push hard. Why not up and at it now, 
one and all ? 

Hard Times. The cry of "hard times," has 

been heard in every part of this great country. 

Many too, not only heard this cry, but they have 

keenly ftU it. And yet it is a question whether 

we are justified in keeping up this continual wail 
of woe. Barnhart, Bro's, and Spindler, manu- 

facturers of type and other, printing material in 

Chicago, are sending out a neatly printed circular, 

entitled "A Plea for Good Times," from which we 

take the following : 

We all sing it, we all hope it, but do we know 
what hard times are? We sing it while we eat 
beef sttak at twenty cents a pound, oysters at fifty 
cents a dozen, and three kinds of bread at the 
same meal ; we shout it while we smoke cigars, 
two for a quarter ; we think it while we stretch 
our comfortable legs on Brussels carpet, before a 
blazing grate, with well-groomed boys and expen- 
sively clad girls around us ; we shout it to our 
neighbors across our smooth lawns, or through 
our plate-glass windows; we groan it as we read 
our morning and evening papers, our plentiful 
magazines and our costly libraries ; we dream of 
it in our soft and springy beds while our coal-fed 
furnace keeps the whole house warm ; we maun- 
der about it in our well-equipped offices, shout it 
through our telephones, ring the changes on it as 
we send telegrams and take expensive summer 
outings. We meet in our political, social, literary 
and business conventions, and ring the changes 
on it while we are spending fortunes with rail- 
roads, hotels, restaurants and places of amuse- 
ment. Is it fair ? Are we just ? Can we afford 
to waste time in bewailing hard times, when times 
are easy on us ; and treat us far better than we 
deserve. 

Let us put aside these ugly tempers of ours ; 
look toward the sun ; smile at the shadow ; all sun- 
shine makes the desert;   "it's a pretty   world, 

senor;" enjoy its beauties, let us borrow no trou- 
ble, shed light on our neighbors ; quit us like men, 
and times will seem (as they are) good. 

Women in America. It is true that wo- 
men do not yet possess the liberty and all the 

rights and privileges which God meant they 

should have, but as a nation we can certainly ap- 

preciate the following high compliment paid this 

country as the best place in the world for women, 
by a writer in the Contemporary Review, Lon- 

don : 
Of all countries, the United States seems to of- 

fer the widest field for the expansion of feminine 
capacity. Its children are cradled in freedom, 
and breathe an air electric with wealth of oppor- 
tunity and the gladness of hope. It knows noth- 
ing of the dead weight of convention or the mean- 
ing of the word impossible. It must also be re- 
membered that every educational advantage open 
to the American man is open to the American wo- 
man, and that when any discrimination is made 
in a family it is in favor of the girls. In Austral- 
ia, as in Europe, the reverse is the case. More 
inspiring still is the high esteem in which the sex 
is held. Perhaps it may have too much in com- 
mon with the Oriental spirit to be altogether 
pleasing to the colonial mind. Nevertheless, in 
its present stage at least, it should have some ap- 
preciable effect. In America, to be a woman is 
to do no wrong, and in consequence, we are told 
it is the country of all others where a woman 
would wish to be born It will thus be seen that 
at no period of the world*s history has a nation 
created a happier environment for its women than 
the United States does to-day. 

The Heathen and the Gospel. During the 
summer there was held in the city of Boston a 

great convention of Sunday-school . workers. 

Among the many practical thoughts, the bright 

things said by the speakers, we give the following 

from John Wanamaker, which is to the point just 

at this time when the Brethren Church is be- 

ing awakened to the importance of foreign mis- 

sion work : 

Some one asked Mr. Spurgeon if he thought 
the heathen would be saved if the gospel could be 
preached to them. He replied that he never felt 
any concern about that, but he did doubt if the 
church would be saved itself, if it failed to preach 
the gospel to the heathen. 

It is not a question as to what the Gospel of 

Christ is able to do, it is a question of duly. It 
is not our business to save men, neither is it the 

business of the church. It is the business of the 

church to have the Gospel preached, and having 

done this, the Lord will do the saving ; it has 

pleased the Lord that through the foolishness of 

preaching the world should be saved. It is not 
ours to question therefore what the probable effect 

of the preached Word will be ; it is ours to pi each 

the Gospel, and if we fail in this, we fail in our 

duty. "Go ye into all the world and preach the 

Gospel." What consummate folly for a disciple 

of Christ in the face of this plain command, to in* 
quire whether it is worth while to do such a thing 

or whether such a scheme would really be practi- 

cable. The Lord said, "Go " Who shall ques- 
tion the propriety of obedience to this command ? 

were marshalling their forces, getting ready for 

that day when the issues of the campaign were to 
be submitted to the will of the people. We say it 

is great country, a country founded on eternal 
principles, that can pass through such a conflict, 

with as little riot, drunkenness and bloodshed, as 

was witnessed on the day when 15,000,000 people 
went to the polls to decide which party should 

have the supremacy the next four years. The mi- 
nority quietly and peacefully submits to the will of • 

the majority. 

There were many temptations to violence and 

disorder,and not all resisted the temptation,but on 

the whole it was a day of quietness; the people 

were allowed to walk to the polls and register their 
will in matters political. So long as the people are 

free to cast their ballot, the country is safe. It is 

now all over. If the decision of the people is not 

as you wanted it, peaceably submit to the will of 

the people, and put your trust in the God who 

rules the nations of the earth. 

Queries and Answers. 

No. 1. Is the General Conference of the 
Brethren Church a law-making body ? 

No, it is not. In fact there is no or- 
ganization in the Brethren Church that 
has the power to legislate. Christ has 
given us his Gospel ; the apostles have 
left on record the great principles of that 
Gospel as applied to the church and in- 
dividual life. By these records we are 
governed. The Conference is supposed 
to reduce church work to a system, adopt 
such plans or methods for the carrying 
out of principles |of the Gospel as in its 
judgment may seem necessary. 

No. 2. Are State Conferences compelled to be 
subject to the decisions of National Conferences ? 

They are not ; if the State Conferences 
or local congregations do not deem the 
decisions of National Conference as wise 
or expedient, they are not required to sub- 
mit to its rulings. As a rule however, 
these harmonize, and it is much better 
that they should. 

A Great Country. Ours is a great country. 
We have just passed through one of the most 
heated campaigns in the history of the Republic. 

For four long months two great political parties 

King's Children. 

THE MISSIONARY CIRCLE. 

As a result of the unification of the 
world and the work of the spirit in arous- 
ing the church to a sense of its duty and 
responsibility in evangelizing the world, a 
wonderful missionary uprising is marking 
these last days.    It is gathering power. 

In the Brethren church the work of prep- 
aration has been going on for some 
time, and at our Warsaw Conference of 
'96, the latent fire burst forth into a glor- 
ious flame that shall make that date bless- 
ed in our history. Besides establishing 
missions in large cities in this country a 
resolution was passed that we direct our 


